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RACING INDUSTRY — HORSE DEATHS 
Statement by Minister for Racing and Gaming 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Racing and Gaming) [2.01 pm]: There has been a focus on 
sudden racehorse deaths both in the media and in the Parliament recently. Racing and Wagering Western 
Australia is the race industry’s governing body. RWWA’s racing industry veterinarian, Dr Judith Medd, has 
provided the following information in relation to the cause of death in these cases and the nature of the post-
mortem testing undertaken.  
Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member! 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Dr Medd’s records indicate that there have been four sudden horse deaths at 
metropolitan thoroughbred race meetings and barrier trials in the last 12 months. Two horses died on 
5 November 2012 after trials at Lark Hill. The horses involved were Found It and Just Wicked. 
Mr P.B. Watson: You should have said this last week. 
The SPEAKER: Order! Would the minister please sit down? Member for Albany, I call you to order for the first 
time.  
Mr T.K. WALDRON: Both horses ran in separate 950-metre trials and both collapsed and died after 
completing their trial. The on-course duty vet conducted a post-mortem examination of both horses and reported 
cardiac arrhythmia as the likely cause of death. Drug control samples were collected by the state ChemCentre for 
testing for toxicology and prohibited substances. Both returned negative results. Dr Medd reports that neither of 
these deaths is considered suspicious.  

The other two sudden deaths occurred at Ascot racecourse. On 1 January 2013 Texan collapsed and died on the 
way to the barriers. Following an autopsy at Murdoch University, the cause of death was confirmed as cardiac 
arrhythmia. Prohibited substance and toxicology tests by the state chemistry centre returned a negative result.  

Ms Funovits collapsed and died at Ascot on 20 April 2013, again on the way to the starting barriers. An autopsy 
has been conducted at Murdoch University and blood and tissue samples taken for testing. The preliminary 
autopsy result suggests cardiac arrhythmia as the most likely cause of death, but this cannot be confirmed until 
the results of the blood and tissue testing have been received. These results are expected this week. Once these 
results have been received and assessed, the RWWA stewards will issue a media release.  

Dr Medd has advised that there has been no significant increase in sudden deaths in racehorses in WA recently. 
Based on current statistics, the industry can expect between three and nine sudden deaths a year from over 
31 000 individual thoroughbred starters in either races or official trials. These figures are comparable with other 
jurisdictions within Australia and overseas. The scientific literature reports that cardiac arrhythmia is one of the 
most common causes of sudden or unexpected death in a normal horse during or immediately after exercise. The 
post-mortem analysis of sudden horse deaths is covered by an RWWA stewards’ policy and I am advised that 
the policy has been followed correctly in each of these sudden deaths. The integrity of racing and the welfare of 
racehorses are extremely important. The government and RWWA remain vigilant in ensuring that the integrity 
systems and processes are of the highest order, and continue to ensure public confidence in the racing industry.  
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